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Dane Ball likes to get things done—yesterday—and brings that intensity and urgency to
every aspect of his work. As a Partner in SKV’s White Collar Defense & Investigations
practice, Mr. Ball has successfully represented individuals and companies in their most
sensitive legal matters, including some of the highest-profile litigation of the past
decade. Though his public victories have drawn acclaim, such as the not guilty verdict
for the BP well site leader wrongfully blamed for the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, he is
equally proud of the discreet ways he has helped innocent clients avoid charges in an
array of government investigations. From federal criminal trials or appeals to parallel
criminal, civil, and administrative proceedings to a wide range of internal and government investigations, Mr. Ball has
repeatedly achieved favorable outcomes for clients and along the way earned the respect of his peers and adversaries.
Mr. Ball is keenly aware of the high stakes for a company or individual involved in an investigation or white collar criminal
case. Thus, he communicates frequently and openly with his clients to minimize surprises and bring control to an oftenchaotic environment. Uniquely adept with both the big picture and small details, Mr. Ball focuses his practice on the
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) and anti-corruption, environmental and industrial catastrophes, and alleged
financial fraud.
Prior to attending law school, Mr. Ball was recruited to play Division 1 baseball for nationally-ranked Pepperdine
University, where he became an all-conference player. He then translated the discipline he honed on the baseball
diamond into success at law school, graduating summa cum laude from Pepperdine University School of Law. Mr. Ball
began his career at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom after clerking for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit. Over the years, he has taught at University of Houston Law Center and written about cutting-edge white collar
issues for national publications.

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE
Pepperdine University
B.A., Advertising
Pepperdine University School of Law
J.D., summa cum laude
Judicial Law Clerk
to the Hon. Harold R. DeMoss, Jr., United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION


Rising Star, Thomson Reuters’ Super Lawyers, 2014-2016



Rising Star, Benchmark Litigation, 2016

TEACHING


University of Houston Law Center, Anti-Corruption Law

PUBLICATIONS & SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS


Quoted, “FuelFX, SKV Deliver Virtual Environments for Real-World Justice,” Business Wire, 2015



Author, “Improving ‘Willful Blindness’ Jury Instructions in Criminal Cases after High Court’s Decision in Global-Tech,”
BNA Criminal Law Reporter, June 2011



Author, “Repackaging Skilling-Barred Fraud Theories: A Form of Damage Control That Goes Too Far,” BNA White
Collar Crime Report, October 2010

REPRESENTATIVE MATTERS
Environmental & Industrial Catastrophes


Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill — Not guilty. Mr. Ball served as trial counsel for BP's "well site leader" in the aftermath
of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, including a company internal investigation; civil multi-district litigation; parallel
administrative proceedings; and 23 federal criminal charges of manslaughter and Clean Water Act pollution. Over
the course of 4 years of litigation, convinced court to dismiss 11 manslaughter charges before trial (affirmed on
appeal), and the government itself dismissed 11 more. After a two-week trial on the remaining Clean Water Act
charge, obtained a not guilty verdict after less than two hours of jury deliberation.



Black Elk Explosion in the Gulf of Mexico — 8 of 12 charges dismissed; trial pending. Mr. Ball is serving as defense
counsel for an offshore contractor charged in the aftermath of the Black Elk explosion with manslaughter, violations
of the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, and a Clean Water Act violation. Successfully avoided the 8 Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act charges after showing that the relevant statutes do not apply to offshore contractors.

Financial Fraud


BP Commodities Trading Scandal — Charges dismissed. Mr. Ball served as defense counsel for a BP commodities
trader in a federal criminal case alleging 26 counts of commodities manipulation, cornering, and wire fraud. By
showing that the Commodities Exchange Act did not apply to the alleged trades, obtained dismissal of all 26 counts,
and the appellate court affirmed the dismissal.



Multimillion Dollar Mortgage Fraud — Charges dismissed. Mr. Ball served as defense counsel for a mortgage broker
in a federal criminal case charging 14 individuals with mortgage fraud and money laundering. The other 13
defendants pled guilty or cooperated. Three days before trial, secured a "deferred prosecution agreement," and the
government later dismissed all charges.

Government & Internal Investigations
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act / Anti-Corruption


Successful representation of an individual in an investigation by the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) and Homeland
Security into alleged violations of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) involving a foreign state-owned energy
company. No charges filed.



Successful representation of a senior executive at an oilfield services company in an investigation by DOJ into
alleged bribery of public officials in the United States. No charges filed.



Successful representation of senior executives at oilfield services companies in separate investigations by DOJ into
alleged illegal trading with sanctioned countries. No charges filed.

Environmental & Industrial Catastrophes


Successful representation of employees at a chemical company in federal and state government investigations into
the cause of an industrial accident. No charges filed.



Successful representation of a commercial construction company in an investigation by DOJ and the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) into the death of a worker at a construction site. No charges filed.



Successful representation of numerous employees and shipping companies in separate investigations by DOJ, the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) into alleged environmental
violations offshore. No charges filed.

Financial Fraud


Successful representation of a senior executive at an energy infrastructure services company in investigations by the
company, U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), and the Financial Industry Regulation Authority
(FINRA) into alleged insider trading and failure to report insider trades. No charges filed.



Successful representation of a public charter school in an investigation by DOJ, the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE), and the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) into alleged financial fraud. No charges filed.



Successful representation of an individual in an investigation by DOJ, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and
IRS into alleged financial fraud in the athletic department of a public university. No charges filed.
dball@skv.com | (p) 713.221.2334 | (f) 713.221.2320 | Bank of America Center, 700 Louisiana Street #2300, Houston, TX 77002

